
Australian Government

Department of Home Affairs

Ref No: MC21-015658

Mr Neil Jenkins 
National Secretary 
National Shooting Council 
admin@nationalshooting.org.au

Dear Mr Jenkins

Thank you for your correspondence of 21 May 2021 to the Minister for Home Affairs, 
the Hon Karen Andrews MP. Your correspondence has been referred to the 
Assistant Minister for Customs, Community Safety and Multicultural Affairs, 
the Hon Jason Wood MP, as the matter raised falls within his portfolio responsibilities.
The Minister appreciates the time you have taken to bring this matter to his attention and 
has asked that I reply on his behalf. I apologise for the delay in responding.

You have requested examples of incidents where firearms that substantially resemble fully 
automatic firearms have been used in aggravated incidents, resulting in public alarm, risks 
to community safety or an escalated police response.

Reporting by domestic and international media outlets contain numerous unclassified 
examples. Such incidents also create an apprehension of harm and can traumatise 
members of the community that have witnessed them.

I have enclosed a selection of media reporting to this letter, including:
• ‘Man arrested after carrying replica assault rifle, knife around Glenroi’ Central 

Western Daily, September 14 2020
• ‘Walker terrified after sighting replica rifle in broad daylight in Dennington’ The 

Standard, 23 April 2021
• ‘US boy carrying replica gun shot dead by California police’ BBC News, 24 October 

2013
It is also well documented that imitation firearms are used by criminals in Australia to 
intimidate others, including through armed robberies and other crimes. While the conduct 
in these instances is illegal, this is precisely the type of risk that is sought to be mitigated 
by having appearance-based controls.

There are many genuine reasons for possessing firearms in Australia. As you have been 
advised, Australia’s firearm regulations are designed to maintain the safety of all 
Australians by ensuring that only those with a genuine need can access a firearm.
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Controls based on a firearm’s appearance are a long-standing and important element of 
the National Firearms Agreement (the Agreement). As you are aware, Australian 
governments recommitted to the Agreement in 2017.

The Commonwealth is responsible for matters relating to the import of firearms.
Under the Commonwealth Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 firearms which 
are subject to appearance-based controls require import permission from the 
Commonwealth through the Department of Home Affairs.__________

I note that the Department has reiterated these points on multiple occasions, responding to 
you on appearance-based controls on 30 March 2021 and 12 May 2021. The Department 
will not respond to any future correspondence on this matter unless substantive new 
issues are raised.

Thank you for raising this matter with the Minister.

Yours sincerely

Daniel Mossop 
Assistant Secretary 
Strategy and Law Enforcement 

July 2021

Enclosed - Media reporting on replica automatic firearms



ARRESTED: Police arrested a man in Glenroi on Sunday night. FILE PHOTO

A man has been charged after he was allegedly found in possession of a firearm 
and knife in Orange over the weekend.

About 8.45pm on Sunday, officers attached to Central West Police District 
responded to reports of a man walking along Glenroi Avenue, Orange, with a 
firearm.

Officers arrested a 27-year-old man and during a search, they seized a knife 
and military style replica assault rifle.

He was taken to Orange Police Station where he was charged with possession 
of unregistered firearm in public place, and having a knife in public place.

He was bail refused to appear before Orange Local Court on Monday.

Man arrested after carrying replica 
assault rifle, knife around Glenroi
Local News





Walker terrified after sighting replica 
rifle in broad daylight in Dennington

Jessica Howard

Latest News

A terrified walker has fled in fear after allegedly observing someone with a 
replica assault rifle in broad daylight.

Detective Senior Constable Joe Fisher, of the Warrnambool police crime 
investigation unit, said the victim was walking on a residential street in 
Dennington on Thursday about 4.30pm.

ADVERTISING
"They've seen someone with what looked like an assault rifle and have run 
away from the scene," he said.

"The citizen then reported the incident to police."

Detectives attended a Dennington property shortly after and a search warrant 
allegedly uncovered three imitation firearms (gel blasters).

Detective Senior Fisher said two of the guns were replica handguns and the 
third, which was observed by the victim, looked like an assault rifle.



The imitation firearms were seized.

Two males aged 24 and 34 were arrested, interviewed and charged with 
possessing imitation firearms.

They were bailed to attend Warrnambool Magistrates Court in August.

Detective Senior Constable Fisher said the victim was left terrified.

"Without handling the firearm itself you wouldn't be able to tell it was a 
replica," he said.

"Imitation firearm, including gel blasters, are illegal and are quite often used 
in the commission of offences."

Detective Senior Constable Fisher said any offending relating to firearms or 
imitation firearms was taken seriously.

"Police respond to any firearm incidents at the highest priority until being able 
to confirm the legitimacy of the firearms," he said.

It comes after dozens of imitation firearms were seized across the Victorian 
south-west earlier this year, prompting police to warn the community about 
deadly deceivers.

Anyone with information should contact Warrnambool police or Crime 
Stoppers.



US boy carrying replica gun shot dead by California police - BBC News Page 1 of 13
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"The deputies said they repeatedly ordered him to drop the rifle's reports Alastair Leithead

A 13-year-old boy carrying a replica assault r 
police in the US state of California.
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US boy carrying replica gun shot dead by California police - BBC News Page 2 of 3 3

Officers in the city of Santa Rosa say they opened fire after the boy refused 
orders to drop the rifle, which they believed to be real.

The shooting on Tuesday is now being investigated.

It comes a day after a 12-year-old boy in Nevada shot dead a maths teacher at 
his school and wounded two fellow pupils before taking his own life.

In the latest incident, two sheriffs deputies saw the teenager "with what appeared 
to be some type of rifle", a news release from the Sonoma County Sheriffs office 
said.

The deputies called for backup and repeatedly ordered the boy to drop the gun 
before firing several rounds from their handguns, police said.

Witnesses in Santa Rosa said they heard several shots

The boy, who was pronounced dead at the scene, was later identified by his 
family as Andy Lopez.

"He was holding the weapon in his left hand. He began to turn toward his right in 
the direction of the deputy, and in so doing he moved the gun toward the deputy, 
and the deputy's mindset was that he was fearful he would be shot," Lt Paul 
Henry of Santa Rosa police said.

But the boy's father, Rodrigo Lopez said the shooting made no sense. "My son 
lost his life. He's not alive any more just because of the mistake of somebody."

The replica gun had belonged to a friend, he said.
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US boy carrying replica gun shot dead by California police - BBC News Page 3 of 13

The sheriffs office said a plastic handgun had also been found in the boy's 
waistband.
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shots.

"First, I hea- : > ingle siren and within seconds I heard seven shots go off, 
sounded like a nail gun," he said.

One man who saw the events unfold said the shooting was over in an instant.

"He pulled over to the kid walking and he just opened the door and shot him, 
three shots," Ismael Mondragon told KGO-TV.

Police It Dennis O'Leary said the deputies had been placed on administrative 
leave pending the inquiry.

Sheriff Steve Freitas described the shooting as a "tragedy" and promised the 
investigation would be thorough and transparent.

"As a father of two boys about this age, I can't begin to imagine the grief this 
family is going through," he said.

A spokeswoman for the boy's school described him as "a very loved student, a 
very popular, very handsome young man, very smart and capable".

i'he replica gun resembled an AK-4/, experts said
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US boy carrying replica gun shot dead by California police - BBC News Page 4 of 13

Linsey Gannon, assistant principal at Lawrence Cook Middle School, said he 
played trumpet in the school band.

"Our community has been rocked by his loss," she said.

Candles, teddy bears and flowers have since been left at the scene of the 
shooting.

"He was a good kid, he was 13 years old. He didn't look like a man, Andy, he was 
a boy," one friend told local media. *

On Monday, a 12-year-old boy who has not been named opened fire at a school 
in Sparks, Nevada, killing maths teacher and Afghanistan veteran Michael 
Landsberry.

Police said Mr Landsberry had tried to coax the boy to drop the gun, enabling 
children in the playground to flee.

The boy then shot and injured two fellow pupils, before taking his own life on the 
outdoor basketball court.

President Barack Obama has recently renewed calls for changes to US gun laws 
following a series of deadly shootings. However, the BBC's Alastair Leithead in 
Los Angeles says the proposals face fierce resistance.

More on this story

Police 'may charge’ gunman's parents

22 October 2013

Nevada student shot 'hero' teacher

22 October 2013

Top Stories

US to evacuate endangered Afghan translators

The Biden administration is to evacuate Afghan translators who assisted them during the war. 

© 4 hours ago
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